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Somewhere. . . somewhere in Time’s 
Own Space 

There must be some sweet Wonder Place 
Where rivers run and tall trees grow, 
Some Paradise where horses go, 

For by the love that guides my pen 

/ know great horses live again. 


Stanley Harrison 
“Gentlemen—The Horse!” 


foreword 


Black horses and scarlet tunics are invariably 
associated with the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police and, by extension, Canada. Today's 
technology has eliminated the horse as a viable 
mode of transportation and the wearing of the 
scarlet tunic has been reduced to ceremonial 
occasions. 


The Force’s Equitation Branch serves a modern 
and vital role in the ongoing public relations 
program of the RCMP by incorporating both the 
horse and the traditional scarlet uniform in 
creating the spectacle known to millions 
throughout the world as the Musical Ride. 


Members of the Musical Ride are first and 
foremost policemen who, after two or three 
years of active police work, volunteer for duty 


with the Ride. Most are non-riders prior to their 
equestrian training, however once they 
complete the thorough courses of instruction, 
they not only become accomplished riders but 
also ambassadors of goodwill. Working through 
a unique medium, they promote the Force’s 
image throughout Canada and the world. 


Representing a colourful tradition and 
ceremony, the Musical Ride provides 
Canadians, from coast to coast, the opportunity 
to experience part of our heritage. The shared 
opportunity to get to know us better and to 
experience the pride we have in our own 
history, which is inextricably linked with the 
growth of Canada as a nation, serves to 
promote a friendly relationship between the 
police and the public. 


The Commissioner, 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 


the RCMP... yesterday 


March West — 1874 


From 1670 to 1870, the territory stretching west 
from the Red River for almost 1,000 miles to 
the Rockies, was known as Rupert’s Land, 
granted to the Hudson’s Bay Company by King 
Charles Il. 


In 1870 a new era began. The territory was 
purchased by the Dominion of Canada. 
Settlement along the Red River was organized 
as the Province of Manitoba. The limitless 
prairies and the Arctic north were the 
North-West Territories. 


On August 30, 1873, Governor-General Lord 
Dufferin approved an Order-in-Council and the 
North-West Mounted Police, with an 
establishment of 300 men, came into being. 


Sir John A. Macdonald, Canada’s first Prime 
Minister, defined the North-West Mounted 
Police as a semi-military body whose immediate 
objectives would be to stop liquor traffic among 
the Indians, to gain their respect and 
confidence, to halt tribal warfare and attacks on 
white settlers, to collect customs dues and 
perform the normal duties of a police force. 


The Great March West started from the Red 
River settlement of Fort Dufferin July 8, 1874. 
Its mission: to find and destroy Fort Whoop-Up, 
a western stronghold for whiskey traders. By 
1875, the NWMP had effectively controlled the 
whiskey trade, but there still remained the 
thorny problem of Indian unrest. 


The NWMP’s main task during the period 
1874-85 was to establish and maintain good 
relations with the Indians. However, this 
relationship was strained by the influx of both 
American Sioux and white settlers. 


In 1876 following the Custer massacre, the 
rebellious American Sioux fled to Canada 
seeking refuge. Their presence placed an 
additional strain on already dwindling buffalo 
herds and disturbed the peaceful relations 
which Canada was in the process of 
establishing with its own tribes. The Sioux were 
closely watched by the NWMP who assumed a 
peace keeping role to assure that there would 
be no revival of intertribal warfare. It was not 
until 1881 that the last of the Sioux led by 
Sitting Bull, returned to the United States. 


Original Members, 
Fort Walsh Circa 1878 


However, during this time, the NWMP had 
succeeded in establishing a good rapport with 
Crowfoot, Chief of the Blackfoot Confederacy. 
This trust and confidence in the police resulted 
in the Blackfoot signing of Treaty No. 7 in 
1877. (As a note of interest, members of the 
Force participated in the re-enactment of the 
signing of this treaty on July 6, 1977 at 
Blackfoot Crossing, Alberta.) 


Another continuing threat to the Indian way of 
life was the increasing number of white settlers, 
migrating to what seemed to be the almost 
limitless expanse of land in the Canadian 
northwest. In 1874, the North-West Territories’ 
white population numbered only a few hundred, 
which grew to 23,000 by 1885. The 
construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
increased the flow of settlers to the west. The 
Force was responsible for policing railway 
construction, as well as providing settlers with 
many essential services such as mail delivery, 
recording vital statistics, collecting customs, 
providing medical treatment and acting as 
Indian Agents. The NWMP encountered its first 
experience with labour unrest while policing the 
railway’s construction. 


The railway indirectly precipitated the 


North-West Rebellion of 1885. The NWMP 
played a vital role in defeating the rebels led by 
Louis Riel. 


In 1896, the Canadian government began a 
vigorous campaign to attract settlers to the 
west. Assisting new settlers placed an 
additional burden on the Force. They now 
became land agents, agricultural experts, 
welfare officials and immigration officers, in 
addition to police officers. 


The NWMP was also the sole police force in 
Canada’s Arctic. Members of the Force 
maintained law and order during the Klondike 
Gold Rush and later played a prominent role in 
opening up Canada’s Arctic frontier. 


In 1904, King Edward VII granted the Force the 
prefix “Royal” in recognition of its service to 
the Crown, and it thus became known as the 
Royal North-West Mounted Police. 


In 1920, the Mounted Police absorbed the 

Dominion Police, taking over the responsibility 
for enforcing federal laws from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific. In keeping with its new role, it was 
renamed the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 


the dynamic force. ..today 


The Royal Canadian Mounted Police is one of 
the world’s most dynamic and advanced crime 
fighting organizations. Over 100 years old, this 
Force has grown in symmetry with Canada’s 
development as a trend setting nation. The 
men in scarlet are recognized throughout the 
world as “Canadian”. 


The Force, headed by a Commissioner, is 
organized under the authority of the RCMP Act. 
Under the Solicitor General of Canada’s 
direction, the Commissioner controls and 
manages the Force’s operations from its 
Headquarters in Ottawa. 


THe operational Divisions approximate 
provincial boundaries and each divisional 
headquarters is generally located in the 
provincial capital. Divisions are further broken 
down into sub-divisions and detachments. The 
Force’s Air and Marine Services, and the two 
training divisions located at Regina and Ottawa, 
support the operational divisions. 


Through the Canadian Police Services, all 
Canadian Law Enforcement Agencies are 
provided with scientific and technical 
assistance. Criminal information and 
identification data are available from any one of 
six Crime Detection Laboratories and numerous 
field Identification Sections. The Canadian 
Police Information Centre (CPIC) performs three 
major functions: a computerized operational 
information system, a telecommunication 
service and a data centre for RCMP 
administration files. 


The Canadian Police College in Ottawa, 
complements the training programs of 
provincial and municipal law enforcement 
agencies and civilian academic institutions. A 
wide variety of police-oriented courses are 
offered to all Canadian policemen. 


The Royal Canadian Mounted Police enforces 
all federal laws in Canada. However, provincial 
governments are responsible for judicial 
administration within their boundaries. In eight 
of the ten provinces, the RCMP is under 


contract to enforce criminal and provincial laws. 


The RCMP has exclusive police jurisdiction in 
the Yukon and the Northwest Territories. In 
addition to this, they provide policing services 
to over 150 municipalities across Canada. 


In the police community, the Force is a world 
leader, advancing police work in the forensic 
science field, as well as using the most 
sophisticated crime fighting equipment 


available. Our members are not always seen in 
their scarlet tunics. When it comes to 
operational police work, there are as many 
“uniforms” as there are different jobs. 


In provinces where the RCMP enforces 
provincial laws, general detachment members 
are usually seen in brown serge. Detectives or 
G.I.S. (General Investigation Section) run the 
gamut from blue jeans to conventional business 
Suits in the performance of their duties. 
Laboratories have their own unofficial uniform, 
the lab coat. An entire film was developed 
around the idea that our members, as well as 
our responsibilities, truly are: “More Than a 
Red Coat”. 


Women have formed part of 
our uniformed force since 
1974. 


equitation branch 


Horses have always been a part of the RCMP. 
In the early days of the Force, horses were the 
primary mode of transportation throughout 
western Canada. By 1929, the automobile 
succeeded in replacing the horse as an 
operational mode of transportation. However as 
an integral part of an on-going public relations 
program, we still maintain a stable in Ottawa 
together with a remount farm at Pakenham, 
Ontario. 


The Equitation staff numbers 77 regular 
members, special constables, civilian members 


and public servants. Their various 
responsibilities include: The horse breeding 
program at Remount Detachment, remount 
training, basic and advanced equitation 
courses, ceremonial escorts, parades, displays 
and ... the famed Musical Ride. 


Millions of people enjoy the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police Musical Ride during its travels 
throughout Canada and to distant points around 
the world. 


Here is a little of what goes on behind the 
scenes. 


its horses 


In the early 1940’s, the Commissioner and 
senior officers of the Force decided that 
suitable horses were no longer available 
through purchase and a Force breeding station 
would be established. Furthermore, it was 
agreed that members of the Musical Ride 
would be mounted on black horses, favourably 
complementing both uniform and equipment. 


With the purchase of Fort Walsh in 1942, the 
first breeding ranch was established, 
encompassing 4,300 acres of ranch land. 
Located in Saskatchewan’s Cypress Hills, it 
was the former site of the NWMP Fort Walsh, 
built in 1875 and sometimes referred to as the 
“cradle of the Force’. It was here that the 
breeding program which gave us our present 
horses began. 


The development of our blood line parallels the 
Canadian Hunter and is derived from a 
Thoroughbred stallion crossed with black mares 
of good conformation, size and quality. King 
was our first black stallion and although he was 
not of pure blood lines he was of good quality 
and conformation. He was crossed with mares 
selected from our troop horses and black 
mares purchased to meet our standards. This 
became our foundation stock and it has 
improved over the years by the careful 
selection of suitable stallions — all registered 
Thoroughbreds approved by the Canadian 
Hunter Society. Some of these stallions, such 
as King, Johnson, Soldier's Son, Willie George, 
Faux Pas, Alton, and Up the Ensign, have 
exerted a strong influence in the development 
of our present stock. 


On August 26, 1968, Fort Walsh was officially 
closed after twenty-six years of successful 
operation. Since equitation was no longer a 
part of recruit basic training, our breeding 
Station was moved closer to the permanent 
home of the Musical Ride at “N”’ Division, 
Ottawa. 


In the autumn of 1968, Remount Detachment 
was opened at Pakenham, Ontario, located 35 
miles west of Ottawa. A staff of five operate 
the 345 acre ranch. They are responsible for 
raising top quality horses for the Musical Ride 
and other Equitation Branch requirements. The 
ranch’s facilities include stables, paddocks, 
indoor riding school and pastures with running 
water and shelter. 


Each year all foals are given names starting 
with the same letter of the alphabet. The letter 
“A” was used in 1961 followed by consecutive 
letters in subsequent years. A fertile 
imagination, a large dictionary, or odd names 
may be required when the letter “X”’ rolls 
around. Actually the letters |,Q,U,V,Y, and Z 
were not used to name the current stock for 
reasons of practicality. 


All young RCMP horses are referred to as 
“remounts” — a military term for a troop 
mount’s replacement. An RCMP remount’s 
training begins at three years of age and 
continues until he is five and a half. They are 
trained — not broken — so that their innate 
spirit and character are retained. 


From the first day in training, emphasis is 
placed on gaining the horses’ confidence. 
When they have settled down, training begins 
with the very basics — longeing to establish 
obedience, balance, strength and confidence. 
Progress depends on the instructor’s good use 
of “‘horse-sense’’, and the reward system. This 
first stage of training, which lasts from May to 
early fall, is referred to as “working from the 
ground”. 


Saddle training is accomplished through training 
exercises designed to teach the remount to 
move forward and straight, to halt and move off 
either at the walk or trot. This period is 
important. The following winter’s work will be 
confined to the indoor riding school and it is 


Longeing Exercise 


during this period that the horse is introduced 
to the early stage of cavaletti work. 


Spring of the second year should see the 
remount able to meet three basic rules: moving 
freely forward, calmly and straight. 


A greater variety of demands are placed on the 
young horse in the second summer of training: 
long hacks, light canter work, as well as 
exposure to strange objects and noise. By this 
time, the remount has earned a vacation and is 
sent to the farm for six weeks of rest and 
pasture. 


With vacation over, the remounts start the most 
demanding part of their training. Longer 
sessions include: basic jumping exercises, 
lateral work, flexion, two and three track work. 
as well as all phases of transitions. They are 
also introduced to a more collected way of 
travelling, both at the canter and trot — with 
the more difficult collected walk to follow. In 
the last summer of training, before joining their 
older colleagues on the Musical Ride, the 
program ensures that each remount is equally 
competent in all three phases of training: 
school work, cross country and jumping. 


The Force receives many favourable comments 
on its well-disciplined horses. They accept all 
sorts of irregularities. They stand at attention 
during long ceremonies and parades, and are 
able to cope with brass bands and an 
assortment of moving objects and strange 
noises. They are also noted for their quiet 
manner during loading and unloading, whether 
their transportation be truck, train or aircraft. 
There is no special procedure to accustom 
them to this part of their lives. It is achieved 
through the regular two and a half year training 
program which is directed toward instilling 
confidence and obedience. 


its riders 


“The Outside of a Horse is good for the Inside 
of a Man’’—the origin of this quotation is long 
lost, however, none was more apt. Thousands 
of recruit constables found this out in Equitation 
Training at “Depot” Division, Regina, and ‘‘N” 
Division, Ottawa, when equitation training was a 
regular part of recruit training. Most of them 
were familiar with another quotation not lost in 
antiquity and it too tempts the imagination: 
“Don’t give your son money, — give him a 
horse. No one ever came to grief — 

except honourable grief — through riding. 

No hour of life is lost that is spent in the 
saddle.’ 


“Young men have often been ruined 
through owning horses, or through backing 
them, — but never through riding them, 
unless they break their neck, — which 
taken at a gallop, is a very good death to 
die.” 

Winston Churchill 


The equitation program conducted at both 
Divisions was mainly concerned with teaching 
recruits the rudiments of riding while placing 
emphasis on discipline, courage and harmony 
as recruits worked together during troop drill 
and stable duty. Most enjoyed the hours spent 
in the saddle, nevertheless, there was always 
the poor individual who wanted to be a 
policeman, but had to get past the horses first. 
Equitation represented a great challenge to the 
recruit who perhaps had never so much as 
touched a horse, let alone ridden, fed or 
groomed one. These individuals had to call 
upon their inner reserves to surpass and 
conquer these giants who stood in the way of 
their goal. Old timers felt that if a man could 
overcome any problem encountered in the 
Stables, he would surely make a good 
policeman. Herein lies the real significance of 
Our quotation. 


“Depot” Division was the busiest of the two 
training divisions. At “Depot” four troops would 
ride daily to keep the horses healthy and in 
good condition. It was not unusual to find a 
troop outside at —30°C, or in those days, 20 
degrees below zero. These troops often gave 
the impression of a freight train as they rode in 
single file across the frozen pastures. Freezing 
breath formed ice crystals on the horses’ 
nostrils. Riders’ faces were hidden under 
touques, with great heavy buffalo coat collars 
pulled high to ward off the stinging frost. Riding 
inside during the winter presented particular 
hazards. You often found yourself involved in 
mounted sports that required intestinal fortitude 
just to compete — let alone win. One such 
event was the Balaclava Mélee. Each troop 
member wore a wicker helmet which provided 
absolutely no protection but sported a small 
four inch high flag on top. Each man was given 
a truncheon and then turned loose; the object 
being to knock the flag off the other fellow’s 
head. The last man with a flag remaining was 
the winner. Even the mildest class member 
could become a demon on horseback, 
thrashing his way through troop mates. The 
winner of this event usually had the attention of 
thirty opponents focused on him for the next 
event — bareback wrestling. 


So much for reminiscences. In 1966, the Force 
discontinued training every recruit in equitation 
and “Depot” Division slowly phased out its 
stable operation. Today, horses and instructors 
are located at “‘N” Division, Ottawa. Here they 
are specifically trained for the Musical Ride, 
escorts and ceremonial functions. 


The Musical Ride consists of RCMP members 
who have at least two years field experience 
and have volunteered for the Ride. They serve 
for two years and then return to regular police 
duty. 
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Volunteers begin with a Basic Equitation course 
which lasts for three months. Eighteen 
candidates who successfully complete this 
phase are considered for Musical Ride duties 
and now take an additional three month 
Intermediate Equitation course. At the 
conclusion of this second course, which 
normally coincides with the end of that year’s 
Musical Ride tour, the new eighteen men 
replace the eighteen who have completed their 
two years and the newly formed Ride 
commences training. 


Present Equitation Training concentrates on 
developing the candidate as a rider. Every 
effort is made to provide the student with 
individual instruction and guide him successfully 
through the two equitation courses. Knowledge 
and horsemanship are emphasized, and each 
candidate is able to work his horse individually 
or in troop formation. There is no doubt this 
specialization has enhanced the Musical Ride’s 
performance. Today’s Musical Ride members 
are competent horsemen who bring credit to 
the Force and their instructors wherever they 
appear. 


Parades and escorts 
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Coronation Parade, 
Queen Elizabeth Il, 
June 2, 1953 


Mounted escorts, accompanying the State 
Carriage to or from Government House, are a 
common summer sight on Ottawa’s Sussex 
Drive. The passenger, likely a new Ambassador 
to Canada, is probably on his way to present 
his credentials to the Governor-General and 
does so in a unique and colourful style. 


Although they were not always recognizable as 
Mounties, the RCMP has provided this service 
since the late 1940’s. At that time the Postillion 
Riders, Footmen and Horseholders wore red 
and blue jackets, white buckskin breeches and 
high silk hats. In 1960, the Governor-General 
gave his permission for all escort members to 
wear the Force’s Review Order — the familiar 
Scarlet Tunic. 


The escort’s size varies according to the 
station of the dignitary. Visiting Ambassadors 
usually merit 4 mounted guards while a Royal 
Escort could include as many as 44 plus 4 
Carriage horses with two postillion riders. 


A Governor-General or Royal Escort includes 2 
officers, a trumpeter, and the Force’s Guidon 
(colours) carried by three senior NCO’s. Every 
member of the escort carries a lance except 
the trumpeter, and the officers and Guidon 
party who carry cavalry swords. The tradition of 
this colourful ceremony has been carefully 
preserved. 


Opening of Parliament, 
October 1977 


The Royal Canadian Mounted Police provided 
mounted contingents for the Coronations of 
King George V, Georve VI, Queen Elizabeth II 
and the Jubilee Procession of Queen Elizabeth 
Il in 1977. 


Canada’s State Carriage is a landau built during 
the 1890's by Ewing Brothers, Melbourne, 
Australia. Made from hand-carved wood and 
wrought iron, it was used by Lord Hopetoun, 
Australia’s first Governor-General. Earl Grey 
bought the landau for $4,000 when he was 
appointed Canada’s 9th Governor-General and 
presented it to the Canadian Government in 
1911 at the end of his tenure of office. 


In 1970/71 the landau was completely restored 
and is on display at ‘‘N” Division, where it 
attracts many visitors. 


Everyone loves a parade and no parade is 
complete without horses. The Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police Musical Ride is in constant 
demand to take part in parades and their 
participation record reads like ““Who’s Who”’ of 
parades. Just a few of these are: 

Grey Cup Parade 

Red River Days Parade, Winnipeg 

Buffalo Days Parade, Regina 

Calgary Stampede Parade, Calgary 

Klondike Days Parade, Edmonton 

Kansas City Royal, Kansas City 

Macy's Day Parade, New York City 

Rose Bowl Parade, Pasadena 

Lord Mayor’s Parade, London, England 
Canada Day Parade, Osaka, Japan 


musical ride 


Although we in the RCMP like to feel that every 
member is involved in fostering good police 
community relations, the Musical Ride must 
take a prominent place in the foreground of the 
Force’s continuing public relations program. 


The origin of the Musical Ride is lost in history, 
but could probably be traced back to the 
development of early cavalry formations and 
their deployment during battle. This diversionary 
form of cavalry drill was probably developed 
into its formal setting by British troops stationed 
in India. 


The British brought this drill with them to 
Canada and to the North-West Mounted Police. 
Two of the early influences were Sgt. Major 
Robert Belcher, formerly of the 9th Lancers, 
and Insp. W.G. Matthews, former riding master 
and Adjutant of the 3rd Kings Own Hussars. 
Although legend has it that the first Musical 
Ride was performed as early as 1876, this 
cannot be substantiated through records. The 
first recorded Musical Ride was performed in 
Regina under Insp. Matthews in 1887. 


The Ride, consisting of 20 NCO’s and men, 
was put on public display for the first time in 
1904 under Insp. Frank Church. It was 
enthusiastically acclaimed at Winnipeg, 
Brandon, Qu’Appelle and Regina. Over the 
years the popularity of the Musical Ride has 
grown and it has become a familiar sight 
throughout Canada and most of the world. 


Although an emphasis is placed on Canadian 
appearances, Ride members also act as 
goodwill ambassadors for Canada throughout 
the world. For tour purposes, Canada has been 
divided into seven geographical areas, and 
long-range planning provides a tour to each 
area every four years. By concentrating the 
tours on specific areas of the country each 
year and systematically touring within these 


areas, it is possible to minimize expense and 
time lost travelling between distant points. 


The Musical Ride usually tours from early May 
until late November each year. Planning for any 
specific year begins in the early summer of the 
preceding year, with the itinerary finalized by 
February. 


Moving 42 men and 36 horses plus equipment 
around the country is no mean organizational 
feat. Touring means living out of suitcases 
while travelling thousands of miles each year by 
aircraft, truck and bus. Both men and horses 
have found themselves in extraordinary 
accommodations. In 1953, while participating in 
Queen Elizabeth’s Coronation, the men camped 
in tents pitched in London’s Hyde Park. The 
horses have found themselves bedded down in 
hockey arenas and parking garages. Every 
effort is made to obtain stabling accessible to 
the general public and the overall success of 
the Ride is due in part to the personal contact 
this affords. 


Like the Musical Ride itself, dress and 
equipment are deeply rooted in Cavalry and 
Force tradition. The original NWMP uniform has 
undergone some changes over the years but 
the Scarlet Tunic has been with the Force 
since its inception. Initially, steel-gray or flesh 
coloured riding breeches were worn. In 1878, 
blue-black breeches with a jaunty yellow 
cavalry stripe were adopted. In 1901, the 
Stetson officially replaced the pill-box hat. Long 
brown Strathcona riding boots also came into 
use in 1901, replacing brown or black 
Wellingtons. Today Ride members wear 
modern Review Order — Stetson, Scarlet 
Tunic, Sam Browne, breeches, Strathcona 
riding boots and spurs. 


The horses’ ceremonial shabracks or saddle 
blankets bear the fused letters MP, using the 


Force’s regimental colours — royal blue and 
yellow. The fused MP is the registered brand of 
the Force, allotted to the North-West Mounted 
Police on June 7, 1887. Horses are equipped 
with English hunting saddles, white head ropes, 
and bridles with white brow-bands secured on 
each side by rosettes bearing the RCMP crest. 
The crest also appears on the breastplate of 
each Martingale. 


The Maple Leaf pattern effect on the horses’ 

rumps is created by the use of a metal stencil 
and brushing across the lie of the hair with a 

damp brush. 


The lance is a cavalry weapon that dates back 
to earliest times. Lances were issued to the 
North-West Mounted Police “Originals” in 1874 
for their march west across the plains. The 
lance used today by the Musical Ride has an 
overall length of 9 feet. The shaft is made of 
male bamboo, 1 to 1% inches in diameter and 
a red and white pennon is affixed immediately 
below the 12¥2 inch chrome plated steel point. 


The historic significance of the red and white 
pennon is obscure. These colours were 
traditionally associated with Polish regiments. 
However, an interesting but rather gory legend 
claims the pennon once served a more 
utiliarian purpose. In olden days, combatants 
wrapped rags around the shaft of their lances 
to stop the enemy’s blood from running down 
the shaft making it slippery to grip. The cloth 
was usually stained half way through and on 
completion of the event the victor would 
unravel his cloth as a symbol of victory. 


The custom of crimping the pennon was 
borrowed from the 16th Lancers. During the 
First Sikh War, after the Battle of Aliwal (1845) 
this regiment found that their pennons were so 
matted with dried blood that they appeared 
starched. It became regimental custom to crimp 
all of the 16th’s lance pennons in memory of 
that battle. 


The Musical Ride is performed by a full troop of 
32 men and horses. It consists in the execution 
of a variety of intricate figures and movements, 
set to music of an appropriate tempo. 
Demanding utmost control, timing and 
co-ordination, these figures are formed by 
individual horses and riders, in twos, fours and 
eights at the trot and at the canter. Months of 
training and many miles around the riding 
school and practice field make horse and rider 
one. A 50% annual rotation of members 
provides equal parts of first and second year 
personnel. 


Some of the more familiar Ride formations are: 
The “Bridal Arch’, the “X’’, the “Shanghai 
Cross’, the ““Maze’’, and the ““Dome’’. The 
highlight of each performance is the “‘Charge’”’, 
when the crimson-topped lances are lowered 


and men and horses move forward at the 
gallop. The conclusion of the performance is 
the March Past performed to the strains of the 
Force’s Regimental March and the Musical 
Ride traditionally salutes the guest of honour. 


Past tours have taken men and horses to every 
Canadian province, most states in the U.S.A., 
Belgium, Bermuda, Denmark, England, France, 
Germany, Holland, Ireland, Japan and 
Switzerland. 


Requests are received each year from all parts 
of Canada, many areas of the U.S.A. and 
Europe. Most involve appearances at annual 
shows and fairs. These requests are filed and 
catalogued with regard to geographical location, 
and every effort is made to include them during 
the next visit of the Musical Ride to that 
specific area or country. If you wish to request 
a visit by the Musical Ride, you should write: 


The Commissioner, 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 
1200 Alta Vista Drive, 

Ottawa, Ont. 
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RCMP horses are Officially identified by a 
Regimental Number, but they also have their 
own distinctive personalities. Sometimes 
charming, sometimes not so charming, these 
equine characters make life around the stables 
interesting. In past years there have been many 
horses who have gained recognition through 
exceptional service combined with unique 
personality quirks. 


Bena, for instance, had a habit of throwing her 
riders. Many an unsuspecting trainee who had 
acquired an overabundance of self assurance 
has bit the dust to the derisive laughter of a 
knowing audience. 


Lucky, during his many years of service 
(1941-1962), served as disciplinarian for both 
horses and riders alike. Many recruits were 
embarrassed when Lucky would move out of 
troop formation and freeze, despite attempts 
made by his rider to regain proper position. 
Lucky would wait patiently as the line passed 
until he identified the horse that had kicked or 
nipped him earlier, deliver his well-aimed hind 
feet to the offender’s rib area, then trot placidly 
back to his place in the troop. Riders who 
might jerk the bit a little too hard were also the 
recipients of Lucky’s wrath. The first occasion 
would be accepted; on the second, however, 
Lucky’s head and neck would disappear 
between his front legs and the inconsiderate 
rider would be deposited in the dirt. 


Imp, a small horse, liked to assist in his own 
personal grooming. His favourite trick, aside 
from the ability to stamp or count out his age, 
was to hold the grooming kit in his mouth while 
the young constable went about the primping 
chores. 


Rogue, aptly named, was an extremely 
intelligent horse who seemed to possess the 
ability to assess the expertise of his riders from 


the moment they led him into the riding school. 
This perceptual prowess allowed him to change 
the riding period from an otherwise dull routine 
into a challenge for himself as well as the 
unsuspecting rider. 


Bobbie served actively for twenty-one years 

and accepted all manner of strange 

experiences and noises — except one. Many a 

rider was caught unawares as “Old Bob” 

furiously endeavoured to put more distance 

between himself and the strange sound of the 
bagpipe. 


One of the more interesting unofficial mascots 
to grace the RCMP stables was of the canine 
variety — Trixie, a small dog who wandered 
into “Depot” in 1959. Unable or unwilling to 
divulge her owner’s name, she was permitted 
to stay and quickly became mistress of her 
domain. Fifteen pounds of pure heart, Trixie 
was also known for her fighting spirit, as the 
local groundhog population came to realize. 


The little dog was a familiar sight leading 
mounted troops on outdoor exercise. She loved 
a parade, and often had to be restrained from 
participating. After such an indignity, she 
refused to associate with the members for the 
rest of the day. Tiring of inattention, Trixie 
would feign a limp and this together with her 


hang-dog expression usually brought about the 
attention she craved. 


Trixie was promoted to corporal in 1967 and 
relocated with all of her friends on the move 
from “Depot” to “N” Division. She remained 
queen of the stable until March 15, 1971, when 
she went on to greater rewards. Trixie’s 
replacement was recruited from SPCA ranks in 
early 1973 — just in time for the Force’s 
Centennial celebrations. 


Major was immediately posted to the 
Centennial Review, touring across Canada and 
he soon found himself on national television, 
meeting thousands of people and eating some 
gourmet fare. Life on the road, however, has its 
ups as well as its downs. One morning, having 
gone for an early stroll, Major returned to find 
the Review gone. He was stranded in St. 
Catharines. An all points bulletin broadcast, a 
quick trip from Kitchener to St. Catharines and 
the Mounties got their errant pup. 


In 1974, Major co-starred in a “Friends of Man’ 
television series film shot at “N”’ Division. 
Obviously his Centennial Review performance 
had not gone unnoticed. 


Success has not yet gone to Major’s head, and 
he still assists the stable orderly on night shift 
duty at ‘‘N”’ Division stables. 


riding masters 


Insp. W.G. MATTHEWS 
Insp. F. CHURCH 

S/M T. DANN 

S/M G.F. GRIFFIN 

Sgt. W.H. SHARMAN 
S/Sgt. H.J. SOAME 

S/M J. CLIFFORD 

S/Sgt. C.W. ANDERSON 
Sgt: F. STOOT 

S/Sgt. C. WALKER 
S/Sgt. R.R. VAN PATTEN 
S/SdInE-G. FILE 

S/Sgt. P.J.C. MORIN 
S/M. B.H.M. ARMSTRONG 
S/Sgt. R. CAVE 

S/Sgt. A.L. ANDERSON 
S/Sgt. F. RASMUSSEN 
S/Sgt. K.J. DOWNEY 


OFFICERS IN CHARGE OF THE MUSICAL RIDE 


Insp. W. DICK 

S/Insp. E.H. STEVENSON 
S/Insp. A.S. McNEIL 
A/Commr. D.L. McGIBBON 
Supt. C.N.K. KIRK 

Insp. J.G.C. DOWNEY 
Insp. N.O. JONES 

Insp. R.C.G. WILLIAMSON 
Insp. P.J.C. MORIN 

Insp. M.J. McINNIS 

Insp. A.L. ANDERSON 
Insp. J.D. WALKER 


= 1on6. oar 


1887 

1904-1909 
1909-1913 
1920-1941 
1928-1930 
1931-1940 
1940 

1940-1959 
1941-1944 
1944-1950 
1950-1961 
1959-1965 
1961-1967 
1965-1976 
1967-1972 
1972-1976 
1976-1978 
1978 


— 1948 
— 1949 
——! 1952 
—— (953 
— 1953 
1961-1964 
1958sT95g 
1965-1967 
1968-1973 
1973-1976 
1976-1978 
Were 


Home at ‘“‘N” Division 


you asked us 


Do you still use branding irons? 


No. As a means of identification, RCMP 
horses have a Regimental Number 
tattooed on their upper lip. 


Where do you get your black horses? 


The RCMP breeds its own horses at 
Remount Detachment, located at 
Pakenham, Ontario. 


What type of horses are used on the 
Musical Ride? 


The blood line of our horses parallels the 
Canadian Hunter They are % to %’s 
Thoroughbred. The stallions are registered 
Thoroughbreds while the brood mares are 
part Thoroughbred. 


How tal! are most of the horses used on 
the Musical Ride? 


They are between 15.3 and 17 hands tall. 
A hand equals 4 inches. 


How much do these horses weigh? 


They weigh between 1,050 and 1,400 
pounds. 


How old are most of the horses on the 
Ride? 


The age of the horses can vary from 6 
years to 24 years. 


How ao you get on the Musical Ride? 


To become a member of the Musical Ride 
you must be a member of the RCMP with 
at least 2 years service and have 
successfully completed two 3 month 
Equitation courses. AS a member of the 
Force you may volunteer for Musical Ride 
duty. 


Who designs the Musical Ride’s 
movements ? 


The instructors in the Equitation Branch. 


Published by the Liaison 
branch of the Royal Cana- 
dian Mounted Police. L!A.066 


Minister ai cdeply and 
Services Canada (1978) 
Cat. No. JS62-32/1978 
ISBN 0-662-50141-1 
Dollco Printing, Ottawa 
Contract No. OKT8-2897 
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